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A MESSAGE TO ALL:

The day the Lord created hope was probably the same day (God)
created Spring.” - Bern Williams
As I write on the Sunday after Easter, I see daffodils and forsythia in bloom and traces of
yellow-green across the mud season landscape as the trees begin to leaf out. My ambitious
neighbor even fired up his mower to give his lawn its initial trimming.
None of these signs of the blooming of spring were present a week ago. With Easter
occurring a full month after the spring equinox this year, I thought that our observance of Easter
might just coincide with strong evidence of spring. Not quite. Vermont is just a little too far north
to be in the midst of the glory of spring on the very Sunday we celebrate Easter.
In St. Johnsbury, where I served as a pastor for 31 years, we marked the end of the sugaring
season this same weekend with what is grandiosely called the “World Maple Festival.” And in
Vermont, maybe the annual sap run is a more reliable sign of Easter. Whether Easter occurs in
March or April, here in the Northeast Kingdom we can count on the sap run to coincide with
Easter. And perhaps the sap bringing new life as it flows upward in the maple trees is an even
more meaningful metaphor for Easter. Like the sap run, Easter is more of an inward event than a
showy outward display of lilies that have been forced to bloom under bright grow lights. In fact,
it even snowed on the day of the World Maple Festival. The resurrection that we celebrate does
not change the outward appearance of the world.
But Easter does change the witnesses to the resurrection inwardly. The New Testament
writer of the letter to the Hebrews says that “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) And Paul says, "Not I, but Christ who dwells within
me." (Galatians 2:20) He is talking about the same Holy Spirit that you and I can experience. We
can believe passionately in the resurrection of Jesus Christ because we have experienced Christ
as an inward presence in our own lives.
And that’s not a seasonal reality. It’s something we affirm each Sunday as we gather for
worship, each day we say grace before a meal, each moment we breathe a sigh of gratitude for
the life of faith we have been given. Thanks be to God!

by Ret. Minister, Rev. Jay Sprout of St. Johnsbury

The Church has moved up in the modern era
and we are now present on the web. Please
check out our site and watch for new items.
www.westmorecommunitychurch.com.
We will make changes occasionally
throughout the year. I hope you like it.
Developed by Gail Robitaille, Joanne
Giannino and Carol Davis

FIND US ON FACEBOOK TOO.
Each Week our Facebook page
is updated. Watch for new
photos and information.
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Pancake Breakfast:
The annual church Pancake Breakfast will be held on July 4 from 8 to 10:30 at the Fellowship Hall. The usual delicious homemade
pancakes will be served with Vermont maple syrup, homemade scrambled eggs, ham, juice and coffee. Come early and watch the
pancake flippers and enjoy a great breakfast and fellowship. It’s a wonderful way to support the church’s renovation projects

125 Years at the Westmore Community Church Celebration
The Westmore Community Church invites the community & friends to join in the 125th anniversary
celebration of the construction of the church building on Sunday, August 4. The church theme will be
1890s music, attire and fellowship. Rev. Jay Sprout will lead the special church service. Mark
Violette and a group of talented musicians will perform favorite hymns and song of yesteryear.
Ladies are encouraged to wear attire from the 19th century. If men don’t have a top hat, one will be
provided as you enter the church. It can be placed under the seat in the church, especially designed
during the 1894 construction, to store top hats during the service. The church service begins at 9
am, followed by a reception. We’re looking for older church photos. If you have any, please let the
125th committee know: Gail Robitaille, Michele Streeter, or Carmen Anderson. Also, please refer to
the church website for 125th updates: www.westmore communitychurch.com. –Carmen Anderson
Notes from history….

Found by Carol Davis

While searching through newspapers from 1894, an article was found in the St. Johnsbury, Caledonia issue from
June 14, 1894 recording a meeting held with ministers from the area. Rev. Mr. Gill, noted as the famous Yale
Athlete, spoke to the group about difficulties in starting the Westmore Congregational Church.
On Feb. 15, 1895, the paper reported that the “Church at Westmore” invited neighboring churches to unite with it
is a series of fellowship meetings in its new house of worship. These meetings began on Tuesday at 2 o’clock and
continued through Wednesday evening. Refreshments were served at the vestry of the church between afternoon
and evening services, so that those coming from a distance did not have to leave the church for their meals. The
meetings were both interesting and instructive.
September 9, 1895, it was announced that Rev. O.C. Gill is to wed Miss Mary Nelson, an evangelist who worked in
Westmore with Elizabeth Harmon and was instrumental in gathering a group from the community as well as
active church people to come together and help build the church. The wedding to be held on September 12 at the
Westmore Congregational Church.
Rev. Gill noted that this was a turning point in the civil life of Westmore and that the men of the community cut
and drew logs from the Minister’s Lot. Enough was cut to build the church and then a horse shed. ( The
Minister’s Lot consisted of 292 acres given by the State of Vermont to every town to help support the development
of a church in the community. Until 1993, the church used this land to help maintain its building. At that time
church and state was required to be divided and we no longer own this lot.)
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DEACONS REPORT,

Gail Robitaille ,chair

The winter of 2019 was long for us in the NEK! Sundays at church were
welcome as we were blessed with wonderful pastors and lay
people...they all kept us focused on our beliefs and what’s right in our
lives. And the flowers on the alter also gave us hope and peace. We did,
however, have to cancel one January Sunday service due to the weather.
February 10 we celebrated Valentine’s Day and Mary Hoadley focused
her sermon on LOVE. Following the service, we had a lovely Valentine
theme brunch in the Emerson Room. Palm Sunday service was lovely
followed by another Easter brunch in the Emerson Room. And Rev. Jay
Sprout returned and led us in a beautiful Easter service. Our altar was
graced by beautiful lilies in memory of our loved ones.
The Emerson Room is now active with meetings and an exercise
group....'summer' is in full swing!!

Summer 2019
SPEND THE MORNING IN
WESTMORE, SATURDAY,
JULY 6TH.
WESTMORE TOWN WIDE
YARD SALE – 2nd year
*********************
JULY 6 SATURDAY
9:00 a.m.. TO 1:00 a.m.
********************
VISIT OUR TREASURE SHOP
SPONSORED BY THE
WESTMORE LADIES AID
.
TOUR THE TOWN AND STOP
IN AT DESIGNATED
LOCATIONS TO SEE THEIR
ITEMS FOR SALE.
MAPS WILL BE LOCATED
THROUGHOUT THE TOWN.
CONTACT MELISSA AT
525-3007 FOR INFO.

The 'real' summer will be active though...beginning with a full schedule of
pastors, pastor in learning and lay persons.
August in particular is busy with the 125th anniversary celebration of the
completion of the church, Service in the Park with the Blessing of the
Animals and several musical surprises tucked in. We hope to continue to
see many of our friends and neighbors throughout.
Thank you all who have contributed to our Sunday fellowship hours. It's
.
always a wonderful surprise and graciously appreciated.

Westmore Community Church Mission Statement
Compiled and approved August 19, 1996
To Welcome all people into loving Christian fellowship and worship.
To provide maximum opportunity for spiritual growth by following the Work of
God as revealed to us by Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
To reach out to those yearning for the Gospel, in personal trial, and those in
material need in our community and in the world.

TREASURES REPORT
Submitted by Lee Anderson

General Fund: In spite of a
long and snowy winter, our
operating costs for this year
are within budget, thus far.
Donations and offerings
reflect the usual winter
downturn, but we are
hopeful the summer season
will change this.
Project funds: The church
painting project is scheduled
for this summer. The
painting contractor's quote
is $14,000. We currently
have $15,800 in our Building
Fund, which will cover the
painter's cost and provide a
small margin for associated
siding repairs. As always,
there seem to be more
repairs needing funds.
Please prayerfully remember
the building fund, Neighbor
Helping Neighbor fund and
Pantry Shelf throughout the
year!
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Westmore Community Church
We welcome All
27 Hinton Hill Rd
Westmore, VT 05860

Sanctuary phone – 802-525-1108

2019 WESTMORE CALENDAR EVENTS
AT WILLOUGHBY LAKE
July 4th – Pancake Breakfast – sponsored by the Westmore Community Church.
Doors open at 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Support the church renovation projects.
Everything homemade – Pancakes, Maple syrup, scrambled eggs, and ham.
July 4th – Reading of Frederick Douglass speech. 11:00 a.m. in the Park
July 4th – Annual Boat Parade –3:00 pm sponsored by the Westmore Association.
Begins on the west side of the lake and continue towards Trails End, weather dependent.
July 6 –– Westmore Town wide Yard Sale – STOP IN AT THE TREASURE SHOP, in the
center of town by the church and Town Clerk’s office. Find signs of locations throughout
Westmore. Join in the day by getting your items for sale and setting up at your home.
Contact – elliemaj46@gmail.com Time – 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm.
July 18 – Special Music by Megan Burtt, performance in the Church, 7:00 pm. Donations at the door.
July 20 – Win Wright – life celebration at noon at Sentinel Rock. Reception to follow at the Fellowship Hall,
July 21 – Nancy Tanner, funeral service in the Church at 2:00 p.m. Reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall.
July 25– Westmore Association annual meeting – Fellowship Hall. 5:00 pm
July 31 –More than a Beach, Stewardship of the Forest-,Westmore Assoc. program in the Fellowship Hall, 6:30 pm
August 1st – Page Brothers Review – Fellowship Hall 7:00 pm to Benefit the Church
August 4 – 125th church anniversary and celebration. Service at 9:00 a.m. with a continuation
during a fellowship time afterwards to share stories and meet neighbors. Community is welcome.
August 3 and 4 – 5th Annual Willoughby Lake Paint Out called – “Plein Air”.
Join artists to paint the beautiful setting of Westmore. Also known as “Plein Air”.
Judging will be done at the Fellowship hall. Completed works will be judged and prizes will be awarded. Contact
clerk@westmoreassociation.org
August 8 – Music event: World Class Jazz. 7:00 pm. Benefit of the Westmore Association. Donation at the door.
August 11 – Outdoor church service held annually at 9:00 a.m. “Blessing of the Animals”
Bring your pet to the service. Mary Hoadley, Presiding
August 14 – Wednesday at Westmore- Modern Times Theater – Fellowship Hall 6:30 pm
October 5 – Annual Ham and Bean Supper – held at the Fellowship Hall
Seating’s at 5:00 pm and 6:00 pm. Benefits the Ladies Scholarship Fund.
********************************************************************************************************************
JULY 6TH – Treasure Shop open – benefits the Ladies Aid 9-1 – LAST DAY
June to September – Exercise class in Fellowship Hall 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Mon, Wed. Fri. Self led.
BAKE AND PIE SALE – Benefits the Ladies Aid. If you want to bake, please bring something. Sales begin at 9:00 a.m.
st. 7 pm, Fellowship Hall.
Nick
and
Ted’s
DATES:
July
6, JulyGood-Time
20, August 3, Review,
August 17,August
August 311,
Brother’s Nick and Ted Page bring their stories and songs to Westmore. Sibling rivalry has never been so much fun with
Ted's Bing Crosby tribute and Nick's summer-time classic sing-along. All ages welcome. Benefit church renovation
projects.
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Summer Preaching Schedule
May 19...Janet Wiseman, lay minister
May 26...Rev. Paul Samuelson,
Ret. Methodist minister

June 2...Martha Peck (communion)
Ret. UCC Minister,

June 9...Mary Hoadley, discernment
June 16...Rev. Joanne Gianinno,
Ret. Minister – Father’s Day

June 23...Mary Hoadley, discernment
June 30...Janet Wiseman, lay minister
July.... 7...Rev. Jay Sprout
(communion), Ret. UCC minister
July 14...Mary Hoadley, discernment
July 28...Rev. Susan Lynn St.John Minister

Aug. 4...Rev. Jay Sprout (communion
& 125th celebration), retired UCC Minister
August 11...Mary Hoadley. Service in
the Park - Blessing of the Animals..Bring
your pet !

August 18...Janet Wiseman,
lay minister
August 25...Mary Hoadley, discernment
Sept. 1...Rev. Jay Sprout – Ret.
UCC Minister

Sept. 8...Mary Hoadley, discernment

Westmore Community Church

TRUSTEES REPORT -

Summer issue 2019

Bruce Tanner, chair

Annette’s Painting of Derby Line was selected to paint the church
exterior this summer with a bid of $14,000 to complete the job before our
125th anniversary celebration. Jereme Leblanc has been asked to inspect
the exterior for rot that would require replacement before painting can
commence. Once the painting is completed we can go forward with
replacing the rain gutters to complete the roof replacement project, which
was done last summer. We are also working on repaving the walkway to
the main entrance of the church and reshaping the lawn adjacent to the
walkway so as to divert rainwater away from the foundation where severe
leaking into the basement is occurring.
The Woodlot committee continues to negotiate with the Myers
family for a new ROW across their property to our woodlot. A ROW
across the neighboring “Ministers Settlement Lot” has been signed with the
Town of Westmore. Once a ROW is established connecting the woodlot
with Long Pond Road we will invite loggers to bid on selective cutting for
firewood in the woodlot with an eye to improve the lot for sugaring.
These various projects will keep us quite busy for the summer.
Funding all of these projects will be a major challenge going forward. Any
and all donations will be much appreciated!
At the end of March, we lost Trustee, Nancy Tanner, when she
passed away after a brief stay in North Country Hospital. She leaves
behind a big hole in our hearts and on our board, and her calm and wise
presence will be hard to replace. Along with the departure of Gail Brown
last Fall, there remain just three Trustees on the board: Bruce Tanner
(chair); Tom Streeter; and Robin Robitaille. The church By-Laws require a
minimum of four Trustees on the board, so we need somebody to step
forward soon.
SPRING DAFFODILS IN THE
MEMORIAL PARK

6 Westmore Community Church

In Memory of Nancy Tanner……

contributed from Carol Davis

In 1978 Nancy Tanner published a cookbook entitled, “ Too Many Zucchini and Green Tomatoes???” I am not sure
of Nancy’s background nor what kind of gardener she was, but I do know she and her husband Steve loved
Zucchini Blossoms. When I met them and Millie Davis, I would hear the story of them coming to Millie’s garden to
pick the male squash blossoms and deep fry them. I was young at the time, an early gardener myself and had
never heard of this recipe. But every year in the spring, Steve would come and pick blossoms and Nancy prepared
the following recipe, thus I am sure the spark to produce this cookbook.

Fiori, or Fried Zucchini Blossoms
Pick male blossoms in the morning before they start to wilt. The tips of the buds need to be quite orange in color.
Wash them very carefully by holding them upside down under gently running water to remove any dirt or grit but do
not get water inside the blossoms. Lay them gently in a colander, stems up, to drain them.
Batter: Makes enough for 16 blossoms
2 eggs, separated
2 Tbsp. Olive oil
1 ¼ c. flour
½ tsp salt
Dash of nutmeg
¾ c. dry white wine, beer or milk
Beat egg yolks, add oil and dry ingredients. Add liquid slowly, beating constantly until the batter has the
consistency of heavy cream. You may need to use more or less liquid. Cover and refrigerator for 2 hrs to allow it to
ferment. (Important)
To Prepare Dish
Heat oil in a deep fryer to 375 deg. Just before cooking, beat the 2 egg whites until stiff and fold into the
batter. Dip each blossom in the batter and drop into hot oil. Cook until golden brown, Drain on paper towels and
sprinkle with salt. May be kept in a warm oven until all are done.
Serve:
Serve as an appetizer or a lunch with a salad, bread and cheese or with dessert accompanied with fresh fruit.
I never had the opportunity to eat these blossoms, but knowing Nancy’s cooking, I am sure they will be delicious.
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Ladies Aid -We welcome all friends of Westmore

Nancy Tanner, a pillar of the Westmore Ladies Aid

and the church to join us anytime. There are many
ways that you can do that… one event of your interest,
baking pies, helping with other fund raising ideas.
Please don’t be shy. Meetings held in the church on
the 2nd Thursday of the month at 1:00 pm. Contact any
member or Evelina Busby who is the chair.

Society, passed away on March 26, 2019 and was an
example of how to be a contributor to the Westmore
community life.

SUMMER RAFFLE BENEFITS FOR THE
CHURCH AND LADIES AID
One of our church members, Bill Cicale, has graciously
given us an upholstered chair and 4 pillows to raffle off
to benefit the church. Bill is an upholster by trade and
has worked throughout the eastern seaboard and most
recently in Washington DC on the furniture at the White
House. Bill and his wife, Susan, recently purchased a
home in Barton as well as owning a cottage in
Westmore. We thank them so much for their volunteer
work and these wonderful items to help raise funds.
DRAWING TO BE HELD AT
HAM and BEAN SUPPER Oct. 5th
Westmore, Vermont.
Questions: Call Carol 802-525-3730
Chair raffle ticket PRICE
One for $ 5.00
Three (3) for $10.00

Her dedication to the many tasks she cheerfully undertook
over decades of membership, never flagged.
Whatever fundraiser, sponsored by the LA to benefit the
Church and Community she participated in. With her
steady hands and good cheer her work was always for the
good of all.
We fondly remember her for her guidance in fund raising
and especially the successes of the Pie and Bake Sales,
which she worked in up to last summer. You could see
her greeting all the neighbors at her Bake table or in the
Treasure Shop.
Nancy will be much missed and affectionately
remembered by those who worked with her over the
years, benefitted from her many talents and were inspired
by the wisdom she brought to the monthly planning
sessions of the Ladies Aid.
– Evelina Busby
Bake Sales –
July 6th,
August 3, 17 and
31st. Watch for
signs location of
sale in the Church,
hall or under a tent.

The Little Treasure Shop –
This will be the last year that our gift shop called - The
Treasure Shop, will be open. We have enjoyed all those
who supported us. The town will be doing some upgrades
in the building and perhaps in the future we will find
another similar fund raiser.
We will have glassware, books, craft supplies,
jewelry, holiday decorations and small antiques. Monetary
donations will be welcomed to help continue the Ladies
Aid.
The shop is staffed by Ladies Aid members and any
other person in the community who wants to volunteer.
See Joan Woods for information.
Pillow raffle ticket Price
One for $ 3.00 Three (3) for $ 5.00

The funds will benefit the church park flowers.
HOUR OF OPERATION – Saturdays 9:00 – 1:00 PM
Fellowship Hall rental availability –
Are you looking for a room to host a family gathering, a
reception or a recognition party – The Church rents the hall
out as well as the Memorial park. Please contact us if you
have a need. Availability is mostly from May to October due
to weather conditions.

